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The Sirola Foundation, or Imstitute (imown in Fimnish as Sirola Opisto
ard in Swedich as Sirolasiiftelsen), is located on the Vemajla estate,
ot Hemeonlinme (Tavestehus), Finlend, end is considered one of the more
pormanent training schools for fudionaries of the Finnieh Commmist
Party.

The Sirolas Foundation was named in honor of ¥rjo Sirole, one of Finland's
leading Commmists. He was Foreigm Minister of the Fimmish Red
Govermment in 1918, escaped to Ruseia after the rebellion in Finlend

end becamopresident of the Nationnl University for Minorities in Loninsred.
Sirole was a Leonin Commmist who was responsible for traindng Fimmish
Commmists in a nationelistie viewpoint. During his temure at the
Loningred University, he had a large mmber of Finnish Commmmilsts who
were go traimed, UVhen the anti-nationaligtic purpe was carried out in
Rugsie, the majority of theso pupils were imprisoned ond executed.

Sirola himgelf wes transferred to the Lenin University in Moseow, which
opersted directly under the Comintern. Sirola was an outetanding

larxist oxpert.

An unnamed informant of the source, who met Sirola pergonally in 1936
in loscow, end who was well acquointed with him, sedd that Sirola ms
very bitter over the arrest of his students, because he was personslly
respongiblc for the indoetrination vhich was considered undesirable.
Sirole expressed the opinion at that time that the GPU had deliberately
failed to arrest him for the purpose of causing bitterness and strife
emong Finnlsh Commmnists of nationalistle sympathlos. Sirola died a
noturel death in Moscow in 1936,

Throughout Scandinavia Felkhogskoler (public colleges) which specialize
in adult education arc fairly cormon, All enjoy govermment subsidies.
In Finlend such instititions are mainteined by the Sociel Democrats
and Aprariens ss woll as Ly the Commmists. The curriculum at most
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of the schools includes foreign lempuapges, social sciemses, the history
of Finland, and in the case of the agrerian schools, practical egricultural
training, The Sirola Foundation, a government-gubsidized Folkhogskola,

is openly and officially a Comrnmist Party institution amd mainteing a
curriculun meinly concerned with political sciemce,

It is possible that Ture Lehen in his position as an expert on barricade
atreet fighting, auther of & textbook on such tectics s 8nd a leading
Commmist Party tecticion, may give courses in guerrilla or violemse
activitiess In the opinion of the source, it is not likely thet physiesl.
nilitary training or training in weapons is part of the curriculum,

as most of the stvdents are young Commmists who have elready had military
Bervice, The source stated that institubions of this kind sre required
to submit an ammusl report to the goverment outlining their asctivities.
The Sirole Foundstion did not submit roports in 1947 and 1948, This
feilure caused considerable newspaper commenth, but the source stated

thel the Fimnish sovernment officials did not feel that 1t would be wise
at the time to toke any punitive or restrictive astion against the
foundation,

Firnish Lew provides that the faculties of such schools mst be Pinnish
citizeons and the president or rector of the school must have an gecepbeble
geademic background,

The present head of the school is Mrs, Aira Sinervo (merried neme Kolula) .
Her husbend is = comperatively unimporbent Commmist probably identical
with Veikko Vicktor Kolula, who perticipsted in the vork of the Fimnish
Undon of Commmist Youth in 1933, Uhile in nilitary service in 1942,
Kolula wrote letters to the government threatening to refuse to fulfill
his militery duties if his wife, who had been srrested for epionsge, was
not released. For this reason Kolula was debtained by the militery
authorlties end essigned to a spociel labor group. lre, Sinerve (whe
uses her maiden mmelfmhas an .4, depgree, has never been in the USSR

but is an ardent Corrunist Party member, She resents the fact that she
serves only as a "front" for the school and that she was chosen because
the Finnish Commmist Party ls short of acedemicelly treined persons who
could fulfill the requirements for the position. %The vice-president
(rector) of the school is Antti Hyvoven, a gradvate of the Leningrad
University for the Minorities and of the Lenin Sehool in loscow, Hyvonen
is a Fimnish citizen who formerly served on the faculty of the Lenin

5 Sehool,

Two other regular faculty members ere Fino Nevalainen end Axel Modh, both
with backgrounds and training similer to Hyvonen. In sddition to the
shove-nemed four individuels who constitute the officisl faculty, the
Sirola Foundetion uses the services of a number of tenporary lecturers
including such well=knovm Fimnish Communists as Ture Lehen, Inkeri
Lehtinen, Armas Alkia and Herts Kmusinen.

The Sirols Foundation was foumded in 1945 and was Tirst located in
temporary querters at Hertonas s Dwear Helsimki, Finlawl. At the time of
the Peses Treaty with the USSR, the Soviets ecquired a considergble
emount of property in Pinlend formerly owmed by German nationsls, or
persons vho were so considered by the Soviebs, lmong such properties
was the estate of Willi Daugs, the well-lmown internetional finoneier,
This property was imown g the Vanaje astate, located et Homeenlinua
(Tevastehus) , Finland, vhich is about two hours by rail from Helsinkl,
In 1947 the property wes leased by tho Soviet authorities in Finlaed

o the SBirole Foundation, and 1z now used as the site for the school,,

It is & large beautiful estate, consisting of e number of houses and

& considersble emount of land, It operates as a boarding school

with facilities for 100 students. The reqular course lasts from September
to June; so that each ysar 100 fully trained propazandists are gradugbed.,
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In eddition, there are special summer courses of 2 to 3 weeks, so the
totel mmber of graduates of the school, including the short courses,
is between 500 and 600 persons per year. The 100 who have taken the
full training arepresumebly leaders end the others mey be porsons

who have teken refrosher coursesor are receiving limited training. The
Finnish Commmist Party has on its permanent payroll 400 full-time
propajandists. This is double tho mumber employed by the Social
Demoerate.

10. The smount of the povernment subsidy received by the school ropresents
only a fraction of the actual cost of meinteining the establishment.
The belence is received from abroad in the form of subsidies from the
Cominform and gifte from Commmists in the United States., Adusl
cash transfers or payments are not used, Instesd a2 gift of coffes,
or some other scarce commodity, is received for which en import Idicemse
iy essily obbained inasmuch as no dollar drein on Fimnish econonmy is
involved. The coffee, or other commedity, is then sold on the open
parket et an inflated price end in this menner the actual dollar contri-
bution nay result in a net return to the Sirola Foundation of as much
as 2000 Finmmarks to the dollsr. ,

11, Direct subsidies end grants are given the Finnish Communist Party and
the Sirole Foundation by certain Fimnich businesses which were turned
over ‘to thie Soviets in comnection with the Peace Treety at the end of
the gecond wer with the USSR. The boards of directors of such isinesses
usuglly congist of Soviet and Finnish citizens who sre Commumists. A
substantial par!. of the profits of these firms may be diverted to
Commumist Party activities, if necessary., The source believes that
as a result of these methods of obtaining fumds, the Fimmish Comunist
groups and organizations have more than adequate finencial resources
and can spend as much money as is necessery in carrying out their
activities.

12, On two occasions in 1948 the Swedish Commmist Party transferred money
to the Fimmish Communists. One transfor in the smount of 13,830
Swedish kronor was made to the Sirola Foundation, Kaisaniemerketu 134,
Helsinki, as a gift to the {iirola Foundation from the Sirola Foumdasion
Help Committee in Sweden, 1n March 1948 the Swedish Commumist Party
directly transferred 5,000 Swedish kromor to the Fimnish Commumist Party.

13. It 1s gomerally belleved that the Commmist front orgon Finland's
Democratic People's Orpenization (Finlends Folkdemokraters Forbund~FFIF)
supports the Sirols Foundastion,

14, Although the Sirola Foundation was originally intended to trein the
alvenced party cadre, it has recently oponed its doors to zll Commmist
Party members in good stending. Karl Staff and Hilding Sarden of the
Swedish Commmist Party heve recently attended the Sirola Foundation.

15. It was reported in Februsry 1950 that enother ®hool,, the lyllykallic
School. at Lautasaari (Drumso), leleinki, is also in operation, This
school, vhich is only intended for Party members in the Holsinki
district, differs somewvhet from the Sircle Foundation in +het it mainly
specializes in daily lectures and short evening courges, thus moking
it ensier for the aversge Perty nember to sttend, *¥

25X1A6a 4 ;. The source wag vnmable to supply amy additionsl

information cofncerning the lyllykallio School,
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